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Mrs. Amtul Khadija Fahmi

PROPHET MOHAMMED  (PBUH)

Mohammed (peace be upon him) whose every act of
life, down to very small details, is imitated even in our
times by not a few but millions of people all over the
world.  He is a complete man in the fullest sense of the
word who had his personality developed to such
excellences as to render it inappreciative to those who are
not themselves as well developed all around.  He not only
gave a lasting turn to history, but also affected a
revolutionary change in life, manner, customs and
economic activities of a very large number of people on
earth.  Even upto this day he continues to influence lives of
millions of people of all races and of all religions.  He was
all at once a son, a father, a husband, a neighbour, a friend,
a host, a guest, a trader, commander, guide, statesman and
a nation builder.  In all these capacities he led his own
personal life while he worked for his mission.  The Islam
that he established is not simply creed, it is also a code of
conduct for the entire life.

The more one can understand the Prophet as a
human being the more he is likely to appreciate his
greatness and feel persuaded to follow his example.  It is
for this reason Qur'an repeatedly asserts the human nature
of Prophet, the only difference being that he recieved
revelations.
Quran says "For thou indeed doth possess an
eminently exalted character" 68:4

The dignity of his personal habits his stately and
commanding stature, tact, equilibrium and self control,
made of Mohammed (PBUH) a natural leader of men.  A
patriarchal simplicity permeated his life.  He was self
reliant to rare degree personally delivering alms into the
hands of petitioners, tying up cattle,mending his own
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clothes, cobblinghis sandals and aiding generally in the
household duties of his wives.  He never rejected a
invitation.  He disliked to say no.  He had the unique
faculty of making each guest feel that he was the favourite.

His contemporaries are in agreement that he was a
man of simple but elegant manners.  His tastes were refined
but he never acted superior to others.  When a Bedowin
went to see him but was too awe-struck to be able to speak,
he tole him.  Fear not! I am not an angel, I was born of a
Qurayshi woman who ate dried meat' He had no difficulty,
therefore, in attending to his personal works.  He stiched
his shoes, patched his clothes and milked his goat.  He
could squat on the ground in any vacant place upon
entering an assembly and would refurse to accept a place of
honour.  He didn't like the people to stand up for him when
he entered their company.  He preferred to keep himself
behind every one when working in a group.  When
camping in the deserts he divided the work and despite the
protests of his followers alloted some work to himself.
Simple he was and simplicity he approved of.

He mixed well with the people, passing a remark or
two to keep the conversation going and lending his smile
when required but never laughing out boisterously.  When
he met a man, he treated him with respect.  He never
snubbed any body and did not pass an unsavory remark
about anyone behind him.  Indeed rarely did he speak of a
person behind him, unless it was to say something good of
him.  When he shook hands he never, as a gesture of good
will, withdrew his hand first, when he spoke he turned to
the man full, listened to him with attention and did not
interrupt unless it was something against God and His
religion.  He never made signs with eyes.

He kept himself, his clothes and his environment
clean saying cleanliness is part of faith. In colours he
prefered white and disliked red.  He wore almost anything
that would cover his body.  Once he was spotted with an
Yemeni pinkish garment in a moonlit night.  The man who
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spotted him looked a fair amount of time at him and at the
moon and concluded that he was more beautiful than the
moon.  Rich clothes he disdained.  Once he put on a
stripted stuff.  But after the prayers he cast it away saying
that it had distracted his attention in the prayer.  When he
put on a new pair of clothes he thanked God for bestowing
him with what would cover his nakedness, seeking for the
good that it might carry and seeking refuge from any evil
that it might conceal.  Following the Arab custom, he wore
a turban, perhaps on important occassions,  He brushed his
teeth rather too often made from a fibrous fresh branch of
tree.  When he smiled his teeth shined white.  In brief, he
kept himself neat and tidy saying "Allah is beautiful and
loves the beautiful."

He was fond of perfumes.  He was also fond of
women and prayer, as he himself stated once.  But while
we can explain his fondness for prayrers by cuting his very
regular habit of spending the best part of the night standing
before his lord until his feet swelled, we have nothing that
can fix th exact meaning of wht he meant when he said he
was fond of women.  Perhaps his statement about his
fondness of women must be understood in the light of
those scores of remarks that he made in order to restore
women's right in a society which accorded them a very low
status.  Those who have refered to his plural marriage as
evidence of his sensual nature made a little mention of the
fact that in the prime of his youth and adult years,
Mohammed (PBUH) remained thoroughly devoted to wife,
Khadijah and would have none other for consort.

He loved his companions to the extreme degree.
When he was told something uncomplimentary about his
companions, he said: "Don't speak to me about them
behind them when I meet them, I wish to meet them with a
clean heart.  '' He was pleased with what would please them
and saddened with what would sadden them. He knew the
living conditions of most of them and waited for an
opportunity to help them out.  When he received goods, he
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would reserve things for those not present, and then, when
the man appeared he would say "Here Take it.  I had
hidden it for you".

He was hard working man and liked those who were
so.  Once while shaking hands when he felt a man's hand
unusually rough he asked him the reason.  The man said he
laboured with them.  He bent down and kissed them.

He had good sense of humour but disapproved of
ungraceful tomfoolery.  He jested with his wives, teased
them and told them stories.  But he may be granted
Paradise, he said " old women will not enter paradise" then
he hurried to explain to the terrified woman that what he
meant was that women would enter Paradise young.

Prophet settled many issues in an intelligent manner.
A man went to the Prophet complaining of persistent
ill-treatment at the hands of his neighbour.  The Prophet
told him to move his belongings to the street and sit there.
The man carried out the instructions.  Whenever some one
passed by and enquired why was he sitting there, the man
gave him the whole story of how he was ill treated and so
on.  Generally, the passes by sent a curse in the direction of
his neighbours house before moving on.  Soon his
neighbour was out begging him to move back on promises
of good behaviour.

In short the prophet Mohammed (PBUH0 is a
complete human being, none to compete him during the
period from the advent of Adam to the end of life on the
Earth, his personality causing completeness not only n
founding an universal and ever lasting religion but also in
establishing a welfare state for the mankind besides
building a nation of universal brotherhood.   Above all he
taught the man and woman to prepare themselves for the
life here after (the eternal life) by his word and action.

"Ash-hadu-un La ilaha Illallah-o-Ash-hadu-unna
Mohammaed-un-Abduhu-o-Rasooluhu." (I attest that
there is no God except Allah, and I attest that
Mohammed is His slave and Messenger.


