
x f r x x x H X X X X X X X I X X X } X i l

x
X

H

IT

x
T

I

x
x
x
x
X

il

x
x
X

X

X

x
X

T

It

I

H

x
x
I

EXTRACT

FROM THE BOOK

,

ld a ra-e-Tabl eegh-e-Mahdavi a
Jamia Masjitfl,

l-6-673, Musheerabad,

HYDERABAD-50O 048. (A. P.)

FREE OF COST, FIRST EDITION.

( 3 C00 coPrEs )

x r x r x x x x x f i x x x x H X t x

,, ISLAITI IN INOIA'S TRANSITION
Tl| M(IDERNITY ''

B Y

M  A .  K A R . A N D I K A R

EXTRACI
PUBLISHBD BY



I  N T  R O D  U C  T  I O N

The Idara-e-Tableegh-e-Mahdavia has taken up
various programmes to publish and distribute small
volumes on Mehdism. The activities of our Idara have
received a warm response from all sects. This bro-
chure contains excerpts from 'olSLAM IN INDIA'S
TRANSITION TO MODERNITY" a book written
by M A. Karandikar.

Many historians of the past and present have
chronicled the life and teachings of HAZRATH SYED
MOHAMMAD JAUNPURI MEHDI ALAI HIS-
SALAM in different languages. Our Idara has also
published two book-lets in Engtish and Telugu on the
life and preachings of HAZRATH MAHDI.

It shall always be our enleavour to make such
literature on Mahdism be available to all, free of cost
and solicit advise and comments from our readers.

An Extract from the B
.. ISLAM IN ,NDIA'S TRANSITION

-M. A. Kar
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Some Sunnis also believe in the hope of arrival
of a Mehdi-Al. t irmiqhi (d. 892) Abu Dawood (d. g88)
gO l.bn Maja (d. 886) who along with Bukhari anrJ
Muslim took tremendous pains for the verif ication of
Ishads.of the tradition 

^ 
supporting the theory of

Mehdi. lf there remains tc the woild none but cne
{ay,-Qo-d.would plolong it unti l the Mehdi arrives.
the Mehdi wil l be from 

-Fatima,s 
Children.

In the next Century, during the reign of the L odis,
the mosr popular Mehdi of India SYED MOHAM-
MED declared that he was a Mehdi and insisted on
strict observation of Sbariat. His simplicity, purito*
rism and oratory impressed the people and 

'he 
was

able to col lect  a masi  of  fo l lo '*ers.  His basic tenels
can be summarised as ( l )  Renunciat ion,  of  l te rrale-
r ia l .p]e.asyle! .  (2)  Secular ism, (3) Compary of  rhe
truthfull, (4) Distribulion of l1l0 of'each manis incons
for running the Mehdi Daeras, (5) Constant mecjira-
tjon,. (6) Resignation to rhe Devine Will and (7) euest
for the vision of God. The ulamas hounded hiin irom
place to place. However inde pendent rulers of Guja-
rat  and Ahmednagar became his admirers.  His son
SYED MAHMO6D *bo ru....d.dthe Mahdi trarti-
t ion extended the rnovement to far off rlaces in the
Country to the large extent. The life of tt e lr4ehdis
was a reaclion to the depravitv of the Sufi ulama who
used to interfere in tlie admiration, collect huges
fortunes and live in Luxury.



It is true that some sufi ulama were extremelv
piou. and also selfish. Once they knew that the Sultai
depended far his political power on their support,
they could go to any extent.

Coming back to the Mahdavi Movement, we find
that Mahdavi Khalifas SHAIK ABDULLA NIAZI
and SHAIK ALAI the equally popular successors of
SYED MOHAMMED, received immense lnass sup-
port in the GUJARAT, in the Wcst and Bengal and
Bihar in the East. The Court ulanras were unable to face
them and they prevailed upon the Sr-rltan to prosecute
them. SHAIKH NIYAZI was given barbarous treat-
nrent by ISLAM SIIAFI who also banished SHAIK
ALAI but later on again arrested hirn and striped him
to death in 1550 A. D. The Mahdavis in Gujarat suff-
ered terrib'e atrocities at the hands of SHAIK ALI
MUTHAQI. During the reign of AKBER, another
MAHDAVI  KHALIFA MIYA MUSTA FA so tmass
support for Mahdavi Movement. On the complaint of
the Ulamas, AKBER got him at his Camp. The inter-
view beiween AKBER and MIYA MUSTA FA lasted
for a long tirne and both men were impressed by each
other. The Ulmas were against to find that MiYAN
MUSTAFA had becom: a friend of AKBER. AKBER'S
liberalism towards all the religions and sects is so well
known that it is not nec3ssarv to detail i t here.
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